LEGAL AUTHORITY

1.
Hartness v Pharr 133 NC 566, 45 SE 901 (1903) Hartness, is a North Carolina Supreme Court case where it was determined that the laws of the State where the action accrues apply to the distribution of wrongful death proceeds.  In Hartness, the decedent was a South Carolina resident who died in North Carolina.  The Court ruled that North Carolina law applied and that the wrongful death proceeds would be distributed based upon North Carolina statutes.  

2.
Hughes v. Doe, 281 S.C. 488, 316 S.E.2d 383 (1984)  Hughes, is a South Carolina Supreme Court Case which ruled that the statute of the State where the cause of action arises controls the distribution of wrongful death proceeds.  In Hughes, the decedent was a South Carolina resident and the death occurred in Georgia.  
3.
The U.S. Supreme Court addressed this issue in Wilkins v. Ellett, 76 U.S. 740, 1869 WL 11617.  The Supreme Court stated, “[i]t has long been settled, and is a principle of universal jurisprudence in all civilized nations, that the personal estate of the deceased is to be regarded, for the purpose of succession and distribution, wherever situated, as having no other locality than that of his domicile; and if he dies interstate the succession is governed by the law of the place where he was domiciled at the time of his decease, and not by the conflicting laws of the various places where the property happened at the time to be situated, 2 Kent. Comm. 429; Story, Confl. Laws, § 379.”  Id. at 742.

4.
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A-18-2
